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James Ennis, 
Casper Ware 


chase NBA 
dream 


Student loan interest 
rates double as _ 
Congress goes on recess 


Students face an average of $2,600 in additional debt, according 
to the Congressional Joint Economic Committee. 


Ennis is drafted, 

and Ware signs on 
for NBA summer 
league. 


Congress missed House Resolution 1911, a Republican-sponsored 
the deadline. bill that aimed to counteract the doubling of interest 
By Donn GruTA _Imterest_ rates on__ rates, passed in the House of Representatives earlier 
subsidized Stafford _ this year, HR 1911 proposed that student loan inter- 
loans jumped from 3.4 __est rates fluctuate with the market each year, but it 
to 6.8 percent Mon- capped rates at 8.5 percent. 
day, as the expiration However, the Senate argued that the bill failed 
_date to pass preventive legislation slipped by during to lock in low interest rates, and Congress did not 
the congressional recess. reach an agreement on the bill before the July 1 

The increase, which applies only to loans dis- deadline. 

_bursed after July 1, ill affect up to 7] on stu oa Cal State oC Spokesman 


By JASON CLARK 


Assistant City Editor 
Sports Editor 


Two former 49ers got a step closer 

to playing in the NBA this week. 
Just days after James Ennis 
was selected in the NBA Draft 
by the Atlanta Hawks and subse- 
quently traded to the Miami Heat, 
Casper Ware signed with the Hous- 
ton Rockets for the NBA Summer 

League. 

For Ennis, the anticipation and anxi- 
ety of draft night finally ended in ex- 
citement and relief when the Atlanta 

Hawks selected him with the 50th 

pick in the draft. 

“It feels good,” Ennis said. 
“I’m just thankful for this oppor- 
tunity.” 

Ennis watched the draft at 

home with family and friends, 
and he wasn’t the only one fol- 
lowing along. His Twitter and 

Facebook feeds were inundated 

with congratulatory messages 

immediately after he was se- 
lected. 
Long Beach State head coach 

Dan Monson said he was watch- 

ing with his own family and 

started to get more nervous as 
the draft went on. 
“My first reaction [to Ennis 
being drafted] was disbelief only 
because I was sure he was going to 
go sooner than that,’ Monson said. 
“But that disbelief quickly turned to 
joy.” 

Ennis’ name was called during a 
commercial break in ESPN’s broad- 
cast of the draft, and Monson said he 
heard of Ennis’ selection from his 
son. 

“My 11-year-old son said, ‘Hey, 


_ Lawmakers are expected to work on passing lee 
islation to extend the 3.4 percent rate for one more 
year when they return from recess on July 10, ac- 
cording to CBS News. : | 
“The Senate is working hard to preve student interest or cost tof about $28. per month, > he said. _ 
loan rates from doubling, and will take action in the _ __ Fallis said the CSU would be i in support of a poli- 
next few weeks to fix this problem,” White House __ cy that would reinstate the 3.4 percent rate and keep — 
Spokesman Matt Lehrich saidinastatement. ___ costs low for students, even though 53 percent of _ 
For now, millions of students face an average of CSU students currently graduate withnodebl. ts 
$2,600 in additional college loan debt, accordingto Associated Students Inc. Vice President Jona- _ 
the Congressional Joint Economic Committee. thon Bolin said that despite the CSU's low average | 
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MCT 
Brown delivers his proposal to overhaul the state’s school financing formula in Sacramento, Calif. 


State budget to give some relief to CSU 


By KrisTInE McGowan 
Editor in Chief 


Salaries for faculty and staff 
may rise as tuition drops in com- 
ing years for some Cal State Uni- 
versity students, following Gov. 
Jerry Brown’s signing of the state 
budget. 

The budget, signed into law on 
Thursday, provides $250 million 
of additional state funding to the 
CSU, half of which was promised 
to the system when it rescinded a 


9 percent tuition increase in 2012- 
13. 

The budget also includes the 
Middle Class Scholarship Act, 
which Brown signed in a trailer 
bill package Monday, according to 
John Vigna, a spokesman for As- 
sembly Speaker John A. Perez (D- 
Los Angeles). 

The act, authored by Perez, 
will establish a scholarship pro- 
gram to slash student fees for 
CSU and University of California 
students. Students whose fami- 
lies earn less than $150,000 a 
year will see their tuition cut by 
up to 10 percent, and students 
whose families earn less than 


$100,000 a year will see cuts 
of up to 40 percent, according 
to Elizabeth Stitt, senior press 
aide at Perez’s office. 

According to CSU Spokesman 
Erik Fallis, the newly-signed bud- 
get is a positive development for 
the 23-campus system. 

“We're looking at a reinvest- 
ment,” Fallis said. “We’re look- 
ing at meeting some critical 
needs [of the CSU], though [the 
state budget] doesn’t meet all 
those needs.” 

Fallis said that after deducting 
reoccurring costs — such as utilities 


See Bupeer, Page 2 


Ennis is going to Atlanta,’ and I 
thought he was messing with me,” he 
said. y 

Ennis didn’t have much time to 
think about life in Atlanta, though, as 
reports of him being traded to the Mi- 
ami Heat surfaced just moments after 
he was drafted. 

“It was crazy to think that the 
Miami Heat were interested in me,” 
Ennis said. “Being on a champi- 
onship-caliber team right away is 

crazy.” 

Ennis, who flew to Miami on 

Tuesday, said he will practice 
with the Heat until Saturday. 


See NBA, Page 8 
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President Obama speaks at a news conference at the White House about keeping college affordable 
for middle-class families and students by preventing student loan interest rates from doubling. 
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of student loan debt, the effect of the 
doubled rate would still vary from stu- 
dent to student. 

“TI know for some students, $500, 
$100 or $50 ... is huge,” Bolin said. 
“That could put some people in a 
place where they would not be able 
to afford college. Yes, they can take 
out a loan, but it could still hurt them 


later when they have to start paying 
it off.” 

According to the Federal Student 
Aid website, the federal government 
pays the interest on subsidized Stafford 
loans while borrowers are enrolled in 
school, and during grace periods and 
deferment periods. 

Stafford loans are the most popular 
type of federal student loan available to 
college students who demonstrate quali- 
fying financial needs, according to the 
College Board website. 


Subsidized student loan rates used to 
be 6.8 percent, until the Bush administra- 
tion signed a student loan bill in 2007 that 
dropped loan rates for five years, which 
reduced interest rates to 3.4 percent. 

As the bill expired last year, Presi- 
dent Barack Obama campaigned 
against reverting interest rates to the 
6.8-percent level, and Congress de- 
layed the hike until July 1 — a decision 
that cost the government $6 billion, ac- 
cording to Congressional Budget Of- 
fice estimates. 


BUDGET 


Continued from Page 1 


— from the additional funding, about 
$40 million will remain to address 
student success and access. 

More than half of the remaining 
funding will go toward increasing 
student enrollment, but Fallis said it’s 
not enough to meet the needs of every 
potential CSU student. 

“Clearly we have students out there 
who want to get into [the CSU] sys- 
tem who we can’t accommodate at 
this point, potential students who are 
able and qualified,” he said. “We don’t 
have the seats for them ... It’s one of 
our chief needs that we’ve identified 
with the state.” 

The additional state funding could 
also lead to pay increases for faculty 
and staff, according to Fallis, some- 
thing that California Faculty Asso- 
ciation President Lillian Taiz said is 
a step forward. 

“This is a small step in the right 
direction,” Taiz said. “We’re happy 
to see a change ... The amount of 
resources they’re talking about is 
rather small, so it doesn’t solve all of 
the problems.” 

According to Taiz, CSU faculty 
and staff have not received a pay 
raise since 2007-08. 

Fallis said that any pay raises must 
first be negotiated, and according to 
Taiz, discussions for the potential 


pay increases will begin at the end of 
July. 

Meanwhile, the California Student 
Aid Commission will begin estab- 
lishing the Middle Class Scholarship 
program this year, according to Vi- 
gna. He said the program will begin 
cutting student fees in 2014-15 and 
should be fully implemented by 2017- 
18. 

According to the system’s web- 
site, CSU students currently pay a 
basic tuition fee of $5,472, which 
could drop to $3,283 for some stu- 
dents under the scholarship pro- 
gram. 

Senior biochemistry major Erika 
Torres, who will return to Cal State 
Long Beach in fall 2014, said she 
thinks the scholarship program could 
encourage future students to pursue a 
degree. 

“Anything that they can do for 
any university student is really a big 
deal,” Torres said, “because we’re 
talking about getting an education so 
[students] can work, and in the long 
run, if [students] run into debt, then 
they’re not going to get an educa- 
tion.” 

Junior psychology major Nathan 
Licata said he’s excited for the schol- 
arship program to start. 

“I can’t wait until that kicks in,” 
Licata said. “Student fees are ridicu- 
lous. It’ll definitely help my wallet, 
that’s for sure.” 

Assistant City Editor Andrew 
Spencer contributed to this report. 
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Bill aims to offer more class sections at community colleges 


Assembly Bill 955 
would allow students 
to get ahead if they 
pay higher tuition. 


By DANIEL SERRANO 
City Editor 


Community college students may 
soon have access to dozens of addi- 
tional class sections — but at a much 
higher price than students are used to 
paying. 

If Assembly Bill 955 passes, it will 
allow community college districts to 
establish an extension program to 
offer high-demand classes during 
winter and summer intersessions by 
charging non-resident tuition. The 
price would vary depending on the 
college but could be as much as $290 
per unit. 

At least one campus would have 
to implement the program by Janu- 
ary, and an additional five campuses 
would need to implement it by next 
summer, according to the bill’s text; 
however, the program would expire 
in six years. 

Opponents of the bill say it cre- 
ates a two-tier educational system, 
in which those who can afford to 
pay for the classes have priority and 
low-income students are given a sour 
deal. 

Those in support, on the other 
hand, argue that with an $800-million 
decrease in state support since 2008 
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Sophomore finance major Javier Miranda has not had trouble getting classes at Long Beach City 
College but would be willing to pay more to get the classes he needs. Assembly Bill 955 would allow 
community colleges to offer summer and winter classes and charge out-of-state tuition for them. 


for the California Community Col- 
lege system, AB 955 would provide 
a means to help students graduate 
quicker. 

According to Long Beach City Col- 


_ lege President Eloy Ortiz Oakley, a 


sponsor of the bill, AB 955 could help 


“future transfer students. find their way 


into the Cal State University system 


earlier. 

“With these budget cuts over the last 
several years, we’ve had to turn away 
thousands of students because we can- 
not offer the courses that they need,” he 
said. “This would really help students 
finish the courses they need so they can 
transfer or complete their [associate] 
degrees.” 


Oakley said the bill would cre- 
ate a program similar to Cal State 
Long Beach’s College of Continuing 
and Professional Education, because 
it would allow students to enroll in 
courses at the full cost of instruction 
during the summer and winter. Giving 
a similar option to community college 
students, Oakley said, will allow them 


to graduate faster and open seats up to 
others. 

But Paul Feist, vice chancellor of 
communications for the CCC Chan- 
cellor’s Office, said that Proposition 
30 passed for just that reason and that 
making students pay for additional 
courses is “bad public policy.” 

“The voters spoke with the passing 
of Prop. 30,” he said. “We are adding 
back summer sessions, some of which 
had been cut dramatically. We don’t 
want to do it at the expense of creating 
a two-tier system.” 

However, supporters like Oakley say 
that the bill serves as a temporary solu- 
tion, not a substitute for state support. 

“We believe that support from the 
state is the best solution for our stu- 
dents, but in the meantime this is a good 
solution,” Oakley said. 

The bill stipulates that student- 
funded courses can be offered only if 
those courses cannot be made available 
through state support. It also states that 
only a community college serving stu- 
dents up to or beyond its funding limit 
would be eligible to participate in the 
program. 

Eligible students could also offset 
the cost of courses with the American 
Opportunity Tax Credit, which refunds 
up to $2,500 in educational costs for 
‘low-income students, according to the 
bill’s text. 

But the 40 percent of students who 
use the Board of Governor’s Fee Waiv- 
er, which allows low-income students 
to attend community colleges without 
paying tuition, would not be able to use 
the waiver to pay for classes, according 
to Feist. 

The bill passed the state Assembly in 
May and has been sent to the Senate. 
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NSA’s eavesdropping scandal wi 


June 2013 was not a particularly 
great month for the U.S. intelli- 
gence community. 

After former National Secu- 
rity Agency contractor Edward 
Snowden leaked classified 
information revealing the extent 
of U.S. surveillance programs 

in early 
June, 
OurR Vi EW President 
Barack 
Obama 
and his administration scrambled 
to justify and downplay the sig- 
nificance of such programs. 

On Sunday, German news maga- 
zine Der Spiegel reported that the 
U.S. had spied on European Union 
offices in New York and Washington. 

The German news magazine 
alleged that the NSA installed 
listening devices in those offices 
and tapped into computer networks 
in order to obtain information, ac- 
cording to The New York Times. 

Der Spiegel said its informa- 
tion came from documents that 
Snowden had obtained. 

Not surprisingly, allegations of 
surveillance inflamed many in the 
European Union community. 

“We cannot accept this kind of 
behavior between partners and 
allies,” French President Francois 
Hollande said. “We ask that this 
immediately stop.” 

Taking a chapter from our Euro- 
pean counterparts, we at the Daily 
49er believe that the NSA should 
be ashamed of its actions, if these 
allegations prove true. 


Spying on an enemy combatant or warring nation is one 


thing. 


Spying on allies, who have not shown any formal ties to terrorist 


organizations, is another. 


In the wake of this new scandal, it appears that the NSA is in- 
volved in more shady practices than many had previously thought. 


Spying, it seems, is omnipresent. 


While we acknowledge there is a need for spying and sophisti- 
cated intelligence gathering, especially concerning issues of global 
terrorism, NSA’s most recent alleged actions seem both improper 


and unfounded. 


As more and more information about the NSA’s intelligence gath- 
ering is made public, we are concerned about what the future holds. 

What if more incriminating information about the NSA is re- 
leased, and what if this information threatens our national security? 

There may come a time in the near future when Snowden’s leaks 


vn 


ll likely hurt the US 


sere oa 


directly impact the safety and security of the U.S. 
If Snowden has more, potentially dangerous information that he 
plans to release, the U.S. should mitigate its concerns by offering 


him something in return. 


No matter what, at some point Obama must intervene in the 
intelligence crisis and explain not only to the American public but 
also to U.S. allies in Europe why the culture of spying is so popular 
within our government. 

Call it Big Brother or the NSA, but someone’s always watching. 


Americans must work together to achieve nation’s former glory 


Let’s face it: America isn’t what it used to 
be. 

The U.S. that boldly declared its independence, 
created a model democratic government and 
fought against some of the world’s greatest atroci- 
ties no longer exists. 

Instead, we are left with a country that is 
plagued by political deadlock, crippled by a 
stagnant economy and the owner of the world’s 
largest amount of debt. 

The problems, unfortunately, get worse. 

In the past few decades, the U.S. has consis- 
tently ranked below where it should be in the 
areas of education, health care and economic 
freedom. 

As the nation’s birthday approaches, the time 
to implement change is now. 

It comes as no shock that in order to have a 
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healthy democracy, a nation must have an active 
citizenry. 

In last year’s presidential election, only 61.8 
percent of eligible Americans voted, according to 
the U.S. Census Bureau. 

How can a democracy function properly if not 
even two-thirds of its citizens cast 
a vote once every four years? 

Instead of casting blame on 
politicians, inactive citizens 
have no one to blame but them- 
selves. 

In a country where we directly elect our 
representatives, senators and president, any vote 
— whether it’s for a mainstream candidate or not 
— makes a difference. 

In addition to voting, citizens must be edu- 
cated. 
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Education and literacy, areas in which the U.S. 
has lagged behind considerably in recent years, 
are vitally important to an active citizenry. 

In a report from British education giant Pear- 
son, the U.S. ranked 17th in cognitive skills and 
educational attainment. 

Moreover, the high school 
graduation rate in the U.S. in 


SHANE NEWELL 2010 was only 78.2 percent, 


according to Reuters. 

If all of our children are 
not well educated or informed, what will become 
of America’s future? 

Along with our lags in voting and education, 
community service is also an area in which the 
U.S. has performed poorly. 

According to the Corporation for National and 
Community Service, only 26.8 percent of Ameri- 
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cans volunteered in 2011. 

If barely one-fourth of Americans volunteered 
for charitable causes in 2011, how can we call 
ourselves a great, charitable nation? 

Through many other worldwide rankings and 
comparisons, it is clear that the U.S. is far behind 
where it should be. 

By increasing voter turnout, better educating 
our youth and developing a stronger sense of 
community, the U.S. may one day reach its past 
fame and glory. 

Democracy, contrary to what some may think, 
is not for the idle, shy or selfish. Reaping democ- 
racy’s benefits requires active citizens. 

Let’s make America great again and restore 
pride in this once mighty nation. 

Shane Newell is a junior journalism major and 
the opinions editor of the Daily 49er. 
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Other states should follow Colorado's lead, legalize marijuana use 


Pipe dreams do come true, given enough time. 

More than a decade since California voters 
agreed to codify the scope and application 
of the medical marijuana industry, the road 
to complete marijuana legalization is well 
underway. 

According to the Huffington Post, more than 
50 percent of Americans believe that marijuana 
should be “legalized, taxed and regulated like 
alcohol.” 

While recent efforts have interrupted progress 
towards full legalization, the state of Colorado 
is leading the way after recently setting guide- 
lines on how to regulate the budding marijuana 
industry. 

Its plan is to allow complete recreational use 
within the state by Jan. 1. 

With countries like Holland slowly normal- 
izing and taking the negative culture out of 
the marijuana industry, it is inevitable that use 
of the drug will be fully legalized in the near 
future. 

In 1996, Proposition 215, also known as the 
Compassionate Use Act, legalized marijuana use 
in California for patients that were terminally ill 
or in chronic pain. 


While the Compassionate Use Act gives pa- 
tients with an official doctor’s recommendation 
the privilege to use marijuana, possession of 
the substance is still illegal and categorized as 
a Schedule I drug under the Federal Controlled 
Substances Act, which states that any drug 
classified as Schedule I has no medical use 
whatsoever. 

As you can tell, our federal and state govern- 
ments can’t see eye to 
eye on the issue. 


While President 4 NICOLAS RODRIGUEZ 


Barack Obama has 

stated that his admin- 

istration has no interest in pursuing states that 
have already legalized marijuana use with 

a doctor’s consent, the Drug Enforcement 
Agency has ramped up its efforts to shut down 
marijuana dispensaries in California. 

Adding to the DEA-sponsored raids, a recent 
ruling from the California Supreme Court has 
changed the landscape of the state’s marijuana 
industry considerably. 

Ina 7-0 ruling, the California Supreme Court 
asserted that local governments and municipali- 
ties have the right to keep or outright ban dispen- 


saries within their city limits. 

Since the controversial ruling, cities like 
Garden Grove and Long Beach have issued cease 
and desist letters to marijuana dispensaries, urg- 
ing them to close shop or risk facing fines, federal 
raids and criminal charges. 

So what happens now for the fight in the pro- 
cess of legalization? 

With the situation in California worsen- 
ing, marijuana advocates 
are looking to states that 
are moving towards full 
legalization. 

Colorado, as mentioned 
previously, has recently passed laws concern- 
ing marijuana possession, cultivation and 
taxation. 

On Jan. 1, Colorado residents will be able 
to purchase up to an ounce of marijuana for 
recreational use while out-of-state tourists 
may purchase up to a quarter ounce. 

Colorado is also developing a seed-to-sale 
marijuana tracking program that includes video 
surveillance of marijuana dispensaries, which 
will ensure proper regulation of an industry in 
transition. 


All marijuana-based products will contain 
specific warning labels, as Colorado law sets the 
standards for impaired driving while under the 
influence of marijuana. 

These laws provide the legal framework to 
safely access a plant that, according to some 
government surveys, 25 million Americans have 
tried at least once in their lives. 

So what does the future hold? 

Expect to see more legal battles at the munici- 
pal and district levels in the tough battleground 
states, while other states, like New York and 
Ohio, move towards allowing medicinal use of 
marijuana. 

As the nation warms up to the idea of full 
recreational marijuana use, it’s time to remind 
the politicians — some of whom tried the 
substance illegally as kids — that pot should be 
legalized. 

As the comedian Katt Williams famously once 
said, “It’s just a plant. It just grows like that. And 
if you just happen to set it on fire, there are some 
effects.” 

Nicolas Rodriguez is a senior political science 
major and an assistant opinions editor at the 
Daily 49er. 


Russian president should protect NSA leaker Snowden from US 


An unlikely pair, it appears that former Nation- 
al Security Agency contractor Edward Snowden 
and Tom Hanks’ character from “The Terminal” 
have much in common. 

Snowden, the man responsible for leaking 
information about the extent of government 
surveillance on phones and electronic devices in 
the U.S., is currently in legal limbo at Moscow’s 
Sheremetyevo airport. 

Stuck in an area known as the transit zone, 
Snowden is stranded without a passport or any 
valid: form of identification, according to The 
New York Times. : 

As Snowden waited in Moscow for countries 
to answer his asylum requests Monday, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin spoke of Snowden’s 
predicament. 

“If he [Snowden] wants to go somewhere and 
they accept him, please, be my guest,” Putin said. 
He added that if Snowden wants asylum in Rus- 
sia, he must agree to stop publishing material that 
harms the U.S. 

Though not of his choosing, Putin seems to be 


in a very odd predicament. 

If he grants Snowden asylum or lets him leave 
Russia, Putin will undoubtedly worsen his coun- 
try’s strained relationship with the U.S. 

If Putin helps to capture Snowden, however, he 
will likely be praised by U.S. officials but ostra- 
cized by other world leaders. 

It seems that the Kremlin is 
in control of Snowden’s fate, 
whether it enjoys it or not. 

In a letter published Monday 
on Wikileaks’ website, Snowden 
accused Obama of “deception” for using “old, 
bad tools of political aggression.” 

Further inflaming his case against the 
Obama administration, Snowden accused 
Obama of asking Vice President Joe Biden to 
pressure nations that have received his asylum 
petitions. 

It’s clear that if Snowden returns to the U.S., 
he will be tried for crimes of which he will 
surely be found guilty. 

With the level of attention Snowden has 
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received worldwide, it is clear that Putin holds 
the world’s most sought-after fugitive or hero, 
depending on one’s predilection. 

A smart move on Putin’s part would be to 
assist the U.S. in Snowden’s capture. This deci- 
sion, however unpopular, would benefit U.S.- 
Russian relations that have been especially 

strained as of late. 
Though not as wise of a 


SHANE NEWELL _ move as extraditing him, 


Putin should let Snowden 
decide his own fate. 

If Snowden does not wish to meet Putin’s ulti- 
matum, then he should be allowed to live in the 
transit zone for as long as he pleases. 

In the airport’s transit zone, Snowden can 
continue to publish documents and shed light 
on previously secret American surveillance 
programs like PRISM. 

If Snowden does decide to stop harming U.S. 
interests and take asylum in Russia, then Putin 
should protect him from any U.S. attempts on 
his life or freedom. 


+ 


For the first time since Bradley Manning 
leaked hundreds of thousands classified docu- 
ments to Wikileaks, a U.S. citizen has willingly 
stood up against the government and fostered a 
national debate worth having: 

Rather than be antagonized, Snowden should 
be praised as a hero and a champion of truth. 

Why were Americans kept in the dark about 
PRISM, an electronic surveillance program that 
collected massive amounts of personal data? 

Without Snowden, it is likely that PRISM’s 
existence would have never been made public. 

As of Tuesday, no country has granted 
Snowden’s asylum request. 

According to The New York Times, only Bo- 
livia and Venezuela have offered Snowden hope 
in terms of possibly granting his asylum requests. 

Like Tom Hanks’ character from “The Termi- 
nal,” Snowden may soon call Moscow’s Sherem- 
etyevo airport home. 

A wise choice, given the consequences. 

Shane Newell is a junior journalism major and 
the opinions editor at the Daily 49er. 
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Buccaneers, wenches invade the Belmont Pier 


Southern California 
Pirate subculture 
celebrates lifestyle for 
the sixth year in a row. 


By JoHN Mrocu 


Assistant Diversions Editor 


’ Pirate flags and scallywags of all ages 
inundated the Belmont Veterans Memo- 
rial Pier on Saturday and Sunday for the 
2013 Pirate Invasion, flaunting their best 
costumes while enjoying live music. 

The Pirate Invasion and Faire brought 
young and old ragged pirates to Long 
Beach’s Belmont Shore for the sixth year 
in a row. The pirate-themed festival was 
complete with sidewalk vendors selling 
mystical trinkets, pirate get-ups and pi- 
rate grub. 

The event originated as a_ pirate- 
themed music festival and eventually 
grew into the Pirate Invasion, according 
to Angel Butterbottom, an attendee who 
has participated in the event for the past 
four years. 

“After the success of the music festi- 
val, they figured ‘why don’t we just add 
in more pirates?” Butterbottom said. 
“So they added the pirates to come into 
the circuit, and next thing you know, here 
we are.” 

The festival had a flea-market atmo- 
sphere, drawing in a crowd of random 
attendees who stumbled upon the event 
as well as pirate enthusiasts. Staying true 
to the theme of the event, a buccaneer 
encampment was also set up on the sand 
below the pier, where traveling actors got 
to take on their best pirate personas. 

Kids were also found flaunting their 
best buccaneer uniforms in hopes of 
winning carnival contests, a necessary 
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Music duo Joust Kidding takes a breather to interact with fans about their music and lifestyle after 
playing a set of songs on the Belmont Veterans Memorial Pier. 


element to complete the spirit of the fair. 
Children were able to participate in hula- 
hoop and limbo contests but also had the 
option of playing in pirate ship bounce 
houses and inflatable slides. 

Pirate vendors lined the length of the 
pier, selling everything from jewelry and 
full-fledged pirate garments to airbrush 
tattoos and pirate accessories like flask- 
jugs, eye patches and skullcaps. 

There were enticing events throughout 
the day like sword fights, treasure hunts 
and replica pirate ships attacking the 
pier. The ships took turns racing by the 
pier and shot off deafening flash-powder 
cannons. With each explosive blast, older 


audience members lined up across the 
pier and applauded while younger ones 
screamed with excitement. 

At the end of the pier, vendors sold 
pirate grub from menus that included 
dishes like greasy turkey legs, sausages 
and garlic fries, or “pirate breath mints,” 
as the food handler called them. 

Picnic tables were provided for seating 
in front of the main stage, to the right of 
the pier bar and grill. The audience en- 
joyed their meals while Captain Johnnies 
Pirate Band kept the crowd lively. 

Performing while clad in pirate wear, 
the band gave an energetic performance, 
singing pirate classics in their raspiest 


voices like “A Pirate’s Life for Me” and 
“Fifteen Men on A Dead Man’s Chest.” 

A two-pirate duo called Joust Kidding 
put on another smaller musical perfor- 
mance in a tapestry-covered booth lo- 
cated near the middle of the pier. The duo 
performed a crowd favorite, “Drunken 
Sailor,’ encouraging the crowd to join 
in and sing along to the accordion-heavy 
track. 

After a two-day pirate invasion, the 
subculture of Southern California pi- 
rates staggered away one by one, with 
sea-salt in their beards and rum in their 
bellies, ending the Pirate Invasion until 
next year. 
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alendar 


Week of July 3 


Party on the Pier 


Thursday 

10 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

Belmont Veterans Memorial 
Pier 

Celebrate the Fourth of July 
on the pier with live music, 
boat rides, beer gardens 
and fireworks. Admission is 
$20 for adults. Children are 
admitted for free. 


Red, White and Blues 
Cruise 


Thursday 

7-10 p.m. 

Bow of the Queen Mary 

A Catalina Classic Cruise is 
set for sail in celebration of 
Fourth of July. The cruise in 
the harbor will include live 
music by Len Rainey and 
Midnight Players. Tickets 
are $25 for adults, $22.50 
for seniors and $12.50 for 
children. 


Independence Day 


Thursday 

6a.m.-11 p.m. 

700 Queensway Dr. 

Fuego at the Maya is 
celebrating the Fourth of 
July with live Latin Fusion 
entertainment, fireworks 
and an array of food specials. 
Admission is $85 for adults, 
and children under 12 years 
old are $42.50. 
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COMMENTARY 


Miami is the best possible destination for James Ennis 


oe, 


By MICHAEL 


Morris 
Assistant Sports Editor 


Long Beach State forward James 
Ennis went from Long Beach to South 
Beach in the 2013 NBA Draft. He 
won’t be playing for the team that 
drafted him, but for Ennis, the situa- 
tion couldn’t be better. 

The Atlanta Hawks drafted Ennis 
with the 50th pick in the draft, but 
before he could even imagine what it 
would be like playing for Atlanta, he 
was sent to Miami. Atlanta agreed to 
draft Ennis in exchange for a Miami 
future second round pick. 

The last LBSU player to be drafted 
prior to Ennis was Andrew Betts in 
1998, and oddly enough, he too was 
taken with pick No. 50. That ’98 
selection just so happened to be before 
the Heat’s No. 51 pick and after the 
Hawks’ No. 49 selection. 

Despite picking so late in the draft, 
Heat president Pat Riley appeared 
satisfied with the lone rookie drafted 
by the organization. 

“We feel that James Ennis, with his 
size and athleticism, has a huge upside 
and someone we hope can develop into 
a high-quality NBA player,” Riley told 
Heat News on the Miami Heat website. 

Not every rookie is fortunate 
enough to be drafted by the reigning 
NBA champions with a chance to 
learn from the best player in the game. 
It also doesn’t hurt that LeBron James 
plays the same position as Ennis. 

While playing for Atlanta would 
have allowed Ennis more time to play 
— given the less impressive lineup and 
possible relocation of Hawks’ forward 
Josh Smith via free agency — Ennis 
is in a better situation despite the fact 
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James Ennis may not get much playing time with the Heat, but he will have a great opportunity to grow. 


that he will likely be filling a role next 
season that won’t allow him to see the 
floor much. 

Miami will have 12 players under 
contract next season and four of those 
players, Shane Battier, Mike Miller, 
James Jones and James, will all be 
ahead of Ennis in head coach Erik 
Spoelstra’s lineup. It also doesn’t help 
Ennis that Jones, who will most likely 
be ahead of Ennis in the depth chart, 
didn’t have a consistent role in Spoels- 
tra’s rotation this postseason. 

This by no means is a bad thing for 


Ennis as a player. This could actually 
be the best possible situation for the 
young forward from Ventura, Calif. 
Although it’s likely his first start 
may happen a year or two from now, 
the playing time will come for Ennis 
as long as he proves he can contrib- 
ute at the next level, whether it’s in 
practice or during time spent filling in 
for an injured teammate. But before 
then, Ennis will have the opportunity 
to soak up as much knowledge as he 
can from championship-ring-yielding 
teammates James, Battier, Ray Allen 


and Dwayne Wade. 

Luckily for Ennis, it is a lineup 
primarily made up of vets, 11 of whom 
have logged 10 or more seasons in the 
NBA. 

The Miami Heat will attempt to 
three-peat next season, and Ennis 
will most likely be along for the ride. 
But if Ennis can impress the coaches 
and show management that they 
chose the right guy, he’ll be able to 
contribute on a contender as long as 
the core of James, Wade and Bosh 
remain in place. 


NBA 
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He will then go to Orlando, Fla., for 
the beginning of the NBA summer 
league, where he will log his first 
minutes as a member of the two-time 
defending champions. 

Ennis won’t be the only former 
49er competing during the summer 
league. 

Ware, who played in Italy this year 
after failing to make the Detroit Pis- 
tons’ roster out of summer league one 
year ago, will join the Houston Rock- 
ets this time around. 

“My agent said [the Rockets] have 
been looking at me, and they like 
me, so I signed with them,” Ware 
said. “It feels great to get another 
chance.” 

Ware’s shooting went cold last 
summer, but he said that he wouldn’t 
change his game or approach for this 
year’s run with the Rockets. Ware’s 
5° 10” stature typically turns off 
NBA scouts, but he has his support- 
ers too. 

“I’ve maintained all along that | 
think he’s an NBA player,” Monson 
said. “He’s just got to get to the right 
team that values his game and his 
leadership skills.” 

The Heat and Rockets aren’t 
scheduled to play each other, but 
both Ennis and Ware will be going 
after the same thing: a roster spot 
on an NBA team. LBSU hasn’t had 
a player in the NBA since 2006, 
when Byron Russell ended his 13- 
year career. 

Ennis and Ware will begin sum- 
mer league play on Sunday in Or- 
lando. Each of them will play four 
scheduled games and one Champi- 
onship Day game, a seeded matchup 
that presents the only chance for the 
two to face each other. 

Ennis will also play for Miami in 
the Las Vegas summer league, which. 
begins for the Heat on July 13. 


Kansas State, Missouri, Arizona among es Beach State’s ee 


The 49ers will take on 
yet another difficult 
nonconference slate. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


After years of big-name matchups 
and high-profile nonconference games, 
it shouldn’t come as a surprise to any- 
one that the Long Beach State men’s 
basketball team has another loaded 
nonconference schedule. 


Among the 49ers’ opponents for the 
2013-14 season are five teams that made 
the NCAA tournament. The Beach 
will likely face even more tournament 
mainstays at the Puerto Rico Tip-Off in 
late November. 

“T like the Puerto Rico tournament be- 
cause not only do you play the top teams, 
you play them at a neutral site,” head coach 
Dan Monson said. “We’ve had some of our 
biggest wins in those tournaments.” 

Those in the field at the Puerto Rico 
Tip-Off include Michigan, George- 
town, Virginia Commonwealth and 
Kansas State. The matchups have not 
yet been announced. 

Kansas State is also one of LBSU’s 


nonconference opponents. The Beach 
will play travel to Manhattan, Kan. to 
face the Wildcats one weekend after 
playing Arizona on the road. Other 
notable road games include contests at 
Missouri and North Carolina State. 

LBSU will also host a couple big 
games. The ‘Niners will play mid- 
major powerhouse Creighton and face 
Andy Enfield’s Southern California at 
the Walter Pyramid. 

“To have a Pac-12 team coming into 
the Pyramid is big for our program,” 
Monson said. 

The 49ers will begin their sea- 
son Nov. 9 with a homecoming game 
against Hawaii-Pacific. 


 NONCONFERENCE SCHEDULE 


ta 9 . ae Pacific 
Nov ll at Arizona 
Nov. 14 _vs. Loyola Marymount 
Nov. 17 at Kansas State 
Nov. 20-24 _ Puerto Rico Tip-Off 
: Nov. 30 al Washington _ 
Dec. 3 vs. Creighton 


‘Dee. 19. 


at North Carolina State 

ys. USC 
Dec. 21 _ vs. Montana State Billings 
Dec. 28 at Nevada 


at Missouri. 


Dec.7 


Jan. 4 
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